“Entered as second-class matter May 15, 


ike 


Volume VI — Number 5 


THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN 


A Presbyterian wales magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 


JULY 1, 1947 


EDITORIAL 


_ On Being ‘Presbyterian’ — Eternal Vigilance — Church Pro, 


Paul And The Call Of Christ 
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH I 
_ By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 
THE INERRANCY OF THE SCRIPTURES 
By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AS WE FACE 


REUNION WITH THE U.S.A. CHURCH 
By Rev. J. J. Hill, D.D. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


(July 20-27) 
Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
(July 20-27) 
Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


GENERAL CHURCH NEWS 


1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of 


~ 
(2 
f 
4 
1879,” 
~ 
early 5, éption 51. q 
é 
| 
OF 
| 
OF 
~F 
ay } 
£0 
OGSDAL 
of 
2 
j 
43 
ty 
: 


Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 

Rev. W. G. Foster 

Rev. D. S. Gage, D.D. 

Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 


| Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille 

Mr. S. Donald Fortson 

Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 


The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States _ 


| PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY INC. 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor — Weaverville, N. C. 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor — Montreat, N. C. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 
Rev. Edward Mack, D.D. 
Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Mr. Harvey G. Davis 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 
Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 


Rev. John R. D.D. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III 


Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes 
Rev. Charlton Hutton 
Mr. T. S. McPheeters 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. 
Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


EDITORIAL 
On Being ‘Presbyterian’ 


A logical definition of a Presbyterian is one 
who adheres to the Presbyterian system of Chris- 
tian belief, as set forth in the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith and the Standards of the Presby- 
terian Church, 


Recently, both by inference and by direct state- 
ment some who have vigorously opposed present 
plans for Church union have been spoken of as 
being “un4Presbyterian.”’ 


This Journal has sought throughout its history 
to avoid personalities and name-calling. We believe 


that facts, accurately presented, speak for them-. 


selves and that any other method beclouds the 
issues involved. 


Therefore, let us analyze the situation, to 
determine whether our present stand is “un- 
Presbyterian.” 


The great issue before the Church, so far as 
union is concerned, is essentially one of doctrine. 
We insist that the doctrina] standards of our 
Church require that all ministers of the Church 
subscribe to these doctrines without mental reser- 
vations. 


The Presbyterian thing to do, if one disagrees 


with these doctrines, is to either seek a change, 


by the Church, in her doctrinal teaching, or to 
withdraw from the Church. 


Therefore, when we insist that the Auburn 
Affirmation is an insurmountable barrier to union 
with the Northern Church, we are simply stating 
that no minister has the right to interpret the doc- 
trines of the Church to mean other than that 
which by wording and historical definition they 
have always meant. Not only so, but no minister 
has the right to vote for the ordination of any 
who have departed from such doctrinal beliefs. 
To refuse to be a party to such doctrinal laxity 
and intellectual gymnastics is not being un-Pres- 
byterian. 


We have yet to hear of one member of the 


Permanent Committee on Cooperation and Union | 


— — — — — | 


bringing pressure on the similar Committee of 
the Northern Church with reference to this ob 
stacle. On the other hand we have had a number 
of attempts to belittle the significance of the 
Auburn Affirmation. No where has the ultimate 
effect of the proposed union been more in ev: 
dence than in the failure to face this issue. 
The “sound conservative influence of our Church” 
has not availed one iota to correct the state of 
a laxity which obtains in the Northen 
urch. 


In fact, the clause our Committee inserted in 
the proposed Book of Church Order, whereby 
minister agrees to notify his Presbytery should 
he later find himself at disagreement with the 
standards of the Church, was stricken out because 
of objections to this obviously honest procedure 
by men in the Northern Church. 


If our “influence” has no effect when they 
are anxious to bring about union, what effect can 
the conservatives in our Church possibly hope to 
have when swallowed up in the enlarged organi- 
zation? Insisting that doctrinal integrity must 
come first, before ecumenicity, is not being u- 
Presbyterian. : 


Within the past week the writer drove through 
part of Canada on a short vacation. In one cily 
after another one thrilled to see ‘Presbyterian 
Church” on building after building. Were the men 
who faced the uncertainties of a continuing Church 
being un-Presbyterian when they insisted doctrinal 
integrity was more precious than the laxity and 


inclusiveness involved in the “United Church of 


Canada”? The comparative effectiveness of the 
two groups, since the split, bears mute testimony 
to the wisdom of their course of action. 


Finally; those who have chosen the way of 
ecumenicity regardless of all else, have as thei 
goal the ultimate merging of all Christian faiths 
into one great World Church. This means that 
all denominational lines shall be abolished and we 
“all shall be one in Christ.”” When such a time 
comes the Church will have one doctrine and one 
only, “loyalty to our Lord” and even the wor 
“loyalty” will have every possible shade of inter 


pretation. Union with the Northern Church, under 


present plans and circumstances, is but the 
step towards further doctrinal disintegration, fo 
“ecuenicity” is a mirage which leads on and 02. 


J 
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A world in chaos, a tragic world, a lost world 
needs, not a great organization, but men and 
women; whether they be Presbyterian or Baptists, 
or Methodists, or Episcopalians or Brethren or 
Nazarenes or Disciples, or others; men and women 
who believe and preach and live that out of Jesus 
Christ all men are lost sinners, and who, because 
of that belief, will preach and teach and live 
and give and even die to tell men of this One Who 
came to save us from sin. , 


To insist that a diluted and uncertain Chris- 
tianity can never win the world is not being un- 
Presbyterian. To insist that every institution and 
agency of the Church, every preacher and teacher 


shall unswervingly believe and teach these doc- 


trines of the faith is not being un-Presbyterian. 


At best, we are all sinners saved solely by God’s 
grace and in His sovereign mercy. Union will not 
make us stronger. Continuing as we are now is not 
the solution. What we all need is to be filled with 
His Holy Spirit. Then, and only then, will we 
have the power necessary for the task which lies 
ahead. 


True ecumenicity already exists today in the 
cooperation which reaches across all denomina- 
tional lines to those of like precious faith. But 
that pseudo-ecumenicity which sets up a great 
denominational or inter-denominational organi- 
zation at the expense of doctrinal integrity but 
adds to the confusion already existing. A return 
to the intellectual honesty and spiritual power of 
those great men who three hundred years ago 
gave us our Confession of Faith will do much to 
enable us to advance in a bewildered age. Cer- 
tainly the application of Christian principles must 
change with the demands of contemporary life, 
but the doctrines from which those principles 
emanate remain the same, and the essential need 
of the human heart for God’s redeeming love does 
not change. 


To insist that first things must continue first is 
not un-4Presbyterian. B 


Eternal Vigilance 


The price of liberty is said to be a constant 
watch for those things which destroy liberty. This 
is true in the political and in the religious world. 


The stock objection to the outlawing of the 
Communist party as a political organization is that 
this “will drive them underground.” 


Our answer is—that is where they have always 
been in America. The degree of infiltration of 
those with Communistic leanings into our govern- 
ment in Washington during the years of the New 
Deal is just becoming known. Few of these men 
were actually members of the Communist party 
but they greatly aided spread of doctrines and 
concepts of government foreign to our own. — 


A belated vigilance is causing a house-cleaning 


which we hope will prove effective in govern- 


mental circles. 


However, the Communists have realized in every 
land that their cause is inseparably linked with — 
the training of young minds in their ideologies. 
To further this they have worked by underground 
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means to place men sympathetic to their program- 
me in the larger universities. 


These men, atheistic or agnostic in belief, bril- 
liant in mind and able in their fields, have done 
and are doing serious harm to America. One has 
but to talk with students from many of our uni- 
versities to realize the influence of some of 
these men. The first step is to ridicule faith in 
the supernatural. Then those religious beliefs and 
practices which made America great are ques- 
tioned, Finally, moral and spiritual restraints are 
presented as contrary to the modern scientific 
way of life. 


When questions are asked and a search is made 
for those who are teaching these subversive ideol- 


ogies the red-herring of “witch hunt” is dragged 


across the trail. 


As one looks at the present situation one is 
confused and dismayed by the complexity of the 
problem. Is there a solution? 


Yes, there is a solution and the Church has 
the answer. Never forget—there are no Christian 
Communists. The task of the Church is to preach 
the unsearchable riches of God’s love in Christ 
Jesus. As the Gospel is preached and men are re- 
born into Christians Communism must recede, 


The Church must preach Christ and Christians 
must live Him, as citizens. This is Communism’s 
greatest foe, —L.N.B. 


Church Property 


The overture from the Presbytery of Central 
Mississippi recognizing the right of every congre- 
gation to hold its own property has been sent 
down to the Presbyteries. When this action was 
taken by the General Assembly one of the com- 
missioners from Missouri who favors union with 
the U.S.A. Church, immediately stigmatized the 
plan as “Congregational.” And yet’this and other 
Missouri brethren have been quoted as ready to 
take Missouri Synod out of the U. S. and put it 
into the U.S.A. Church without waiting for a full 
merger of the two denominations. And, of course, 
these Missouri brethren who want union “without 
tarrying for one” expect to take their congrega- 
tional property with them into the U.S.A. Church. 
Is it Presbyterian for a Missouri congregation to 
take its property into the U.S.A. Assembly and 
Congregational for a Mississippi congregation to 
take its property into the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church? Where is the brother’s logic? 
his consistency? 


As a matter of fact there is an historical differ- 
ence between the U. S. and the U.S.A. Churches 
on the matter of church property which some 
Southern Presbyterians have obscured. When the 
matter was up several years ago, Dr. R. A. White, 
of Mooresville, N. C., wrote a fine statement of 
the Southern Presbyterian point of view which we 
herewith reproduce from The Christian Observer: 


The Southern Presbyterian Doctrine 
Of Church Property 
By Rev. R. A. White, D.D. 


In discussing the proposed amendment to Para- 
graph 60a, the contributing editor of “The Chris- 
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tian Observer” and other opponents of this mea- 
sure have endeavored to convey the impression 
that the proposed amendment changed the position 
of our Southern Presbyterian Church with refer- 
ence to property holding. The same persons Op- 
posed an amendment proposed a few years ago 
which would have allowed any congregation to hold 
its property in the event the doctrinal system of 
the Presbyterian Church were changed or the As- 
sembly merged with another body, such as the 


General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in © 


the U.S.A. (Northern). This means that the con- 


tributing editor and those associated with him in > 


opposing both of these amendments hold that the 
property does not go with the doctrinal system to 
which it was originally pledged; that it does not 
go with the Southern Presbyterian Church for 
which it was given; that it does not belong to the 
individual congregations as proposed in the pend- 
ing amendment. 


It would seem to the writer, therefore, that 
these opponents are shut up to the view that the 
property of the individual church belongs to higher 
courts and hence is ultimately at the disposal of 
the judgment of an “accidental majority” of the 
highest court. This view is substantiated by the 
fact that opponents of the amendment raise the 
question of home mission funds used in the erec- 
tion of the property of the individual church. Since 
the funds raised by the General Assembly or its 
agencies went into these properties, so it is being 
argued that the property belongs to the judgment 
of the majority of the General Assembly—not to 
the local congregation. 


But the real question is still to be asked. What 
is the historic position of our Church on this mat- 
ter of church property? Has our Church held in 
the past that the accidental majority of the Gen- 
era] Assembly controls the property of the local 
congregations? Who are the real innovators in this 
matter, the advocates or the opponents of pro- 
posed amendment? 3 


In 1867 we united with the Presbyterians of 
Kentucky under solemn and repeated assurances 
that we were in substantial agreement with them 
in the principles of doctrines for which they had 
been contending. Indeed, as proof thereof, we au- 
thorized the publication of these principles in the 
appendix of our minutes (Minutes 1867, Page 
144), In the statement of the principles with 
which we declared our agreement, the Kentucky 
Presbyterians expressly and repeatedly repudiate 
the view which the opponents of this amendment 
are trying to represent as the doctrine of our 
Church. The Kentucky Presbyterians emphatically 
condemn the U.S.A. Assembly for depriving the 
congregations of Kentucky and of Missouri of 
their congregational property under the Walnut 
Street Church test case (Pages 182-184). 


In the case of the Walnut Street Church, the 
small section of Presbyterians adhering to the 
U.S.A. Assembly were recognized by that Assem- 
bly as the Synod of Kentucky, and directed the 
election of three new elders “in contempt of the 
congregation” ... and “of the Presbytery and Sy- 


nod, before which courts their cases were pend- 
ing” (Ibid, Page 192). Then the U.S.A. General 
Assembly turned over to these men, elected elders 
while they were under judicial trial, the property 
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of the Walnut Street congregation; and the Sy. _ 


preme Court of the United States ultimately he 
that they would not go behind the action of the 
highest court of the Presbyterian Church and s» 
upheld the action of the U.S.A. Assembly. 


Further, no man has done more to shape the 
policy and positions of our Church, or whose view; 
are more representative of its historic position, 


than Dr, R. L. Dabney. Did Dr. Dabney hold the | 


view of the opponents of this amendment, the po. 
sition of the ,Walnut Street case; or did he hold 
with the Kentucy Presbyterians and of Amend. 
ment 60a? | 


Dr. Dabney cites as evidence of “the tyrannical 


principles” of the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church 
(Northern) “their embodying in their own Church 
Digest as a rule, the popish and tyrannical decis. 
ions of the United States Supreme Court in the 
famous Walnut Street Church case. The amount of 
this decision was that all lay Christians shall, like 
papists in popish countries, hold their rights in ee- 
clesiastical property at the mere will of a usurp 
ing ecclesiastical authority, without any appeal to 
the courts of justice in this country. This ruling, 
so essentially popish that the very civil courts of 
the country have refused to conform to it, the 
Northern Assembly greedily embodies and it stands 
as their church law.” (Johnson, T. C. “Life and 
Letters of R. L. Dabney,” Pages 375 and 378. 
Moore’s “Digest,’”? 1886, Pages 247-262). 


Then a recent historian writing from a secular 
and unbiased viewpoint on the Presbyterian 
Churches and the Federal] Union, in the Harvard 
Historical Series. says that “Southern Presbyte- 
rians resented the enthusiasm with which their 
Northern brethren acclaimed what appeared to 
themselves to be the false and ridiculous principles 
adopted by the Supreme Court that of making the 
judgment of an accidental majority of the highest 
court final authority in interpreting the constitu- 
tion of the Church.” (Vander Velde, Pages 277- 
278 note). 


Hence, it seems to the writer that the opponents 
of Amendment 60a are trying to commit our 
Southern Presbyterian Church to the position of 
the Walnut Street Church case after we have 
solemnly covenanted with the Kentucky Presby- 
terians on the basis of an explicit repudiation of 
this position; they are trying to commit our Churek 
to views of church property that Dr. Dabney 
called “popish and tyrannical’; they are trying -to 
commit us to views of church property that an un- 
biased historian says our fathers regarded as “false 
and ridiculous.” It is the opponents of Amendmen 
60a who are the innovators, | | 


In the light of the historical position of our 
Church, our Presbyteries ought to consider, and in 
some cases reconsider, their action with reference 
to this amendment and adopt it, or something sub 
stantially like it in order to maintain the historical 
position of our Church in the matter of property, 
and in order to repudiate the position of the Wak 
nut Street Church decision, which the opponents 
of this amendment are trying to introduce from 
the Northern Assembly into our Church, | 
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Paul And The Call Of Christ 
Phil. 3:14: “The Heavenward Call” 


All Christians are “called.” In his definition of 
a Christian in the first chapter of Romans Paul 
speaks of them as being “called of Jesus Christ,” 
“beloved of God,” “called to be saints.” 


The first disciples were called in a very simple | 


and personal manner. To each one it was a 
‘heavenward” call—a call from some earthly vo- 
cation to a heavenly vocation; from being “fishers 
of fish” to “fishers of men.” 


The call of Saul of Tarsus was more spectacular 
than the call of Peter and Andrew, James and 
John, or Matthew. The Saviour was now the risen 
and ascended Saviour and the call:came from the 
skies rather than the shore of Galilee; it was in- 
deed a call from Heaven, 


What are some of the things involved in this 
“high calling” of which the apostle speaks? 


i. It was a call from a low to a high way. 


“To every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low: 
And each man decideth 
Which way his soul shall go.” 


That was a tremendous day for Saul when he 
decided which way his soul should go. 


Saul would not have considered the way he was 
travelling a “low” way. He might have thought 
that the calling of Peter and John a low calling: 
they were common fishermen. He would most cer- 
tainly have spoken of Matthew’s calling as a low 
one, for Matthew was a despised publican. 


But Saul, a Pharisee of the Pharisees, a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews, the educated, “blameless” young 
zealot, was in a different class. His calling was 
that of a leader of the Jews—an outstanding po- 
litical and religious leader—whose future was 


bright and promising. He was no doubt proud of — 


his “high calling,” as one of the most zealous and 
well known men of his nation. 


But after his vision, his Call on the road to 


Damascus, he looked back upon his old way of 
life with shame and horror. He came to himself; 
his eyes were opened and he realized that in per- 
secuting the Christians and the Christ, he was on 
the road to destruction. He saw his “madness.” 
The voice of Christ calling from the sky, “Saul, 
Saul, why persecuteth thou Me?” brought him to 


his senses. 


There are many men today who would feel in- 
sulted if you spoke of their calling as a “low call- 
ing”; men who rank high in the eyes of the world 
—men in high places of authority and influence— 
professors, scientists, doctors, lawyers—men of 
talent, ability, education. But they have never 
heard, or at least, answered, the call of. the Christ. 
Is not a man really persecuting Christ, no matter 
how high he may stand in the estimation of his 
fellow-men, who in indifference or unbelief never 
hears or heeds the call of the Saviour of the 
world? Is he not crucifying Christ afresh, doing 
despite to the Spirit of grace, and spurning the 
only way of salvation? No ing is a “High Call- 


ing” that leaves Christ out; and no calling is “low” 
Which lets Him hold sway. , 


II. It was a Call to certain very definite thin 
It was a call to a New Faith. Saul had some f 
before he was called by Christ: he was no infidel: 
he believed in God. But now his faith became a 
far different matter. He accepted with all his mind 
and heart God’s great Plan of Salvation, the right- 
eousness of God revealed “from faith to faith.” 


_ Saul had been trying with all his might to win 
righteousness by his works; by keeping the law, 
and by his zeal in religious duties. 


Now he: sees that salvation is not a matter of 
“trying” but of “trusting.” Salvation by Grace 
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the 
gift. of God: a man is “born again,” receives 
Christ as Lord and Master, and has eternal life as 
the free gift of God. 


The stepping stones in Paul’s new theology are 
very plain and simple: (1) All have sinned; (2) 
Christ died for our sins; (3) Salvation is the free 
gift of God to all and upon all that believe; (4) 
Being justified by faith, we have peace with God: 
we are Adopted into the family, Sanctified through 


_ the Spirit, Glorified in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. 


We feel that “Amazing Grace” would have been 
one of (Paul’s favorite hymns. 


It was also a call to a New Fellowship: “That I 
may know Him” became the longing of Paul’s 
soul: “To know Him and make Him known” might 


- well sum up the life of Paul after his conversion. 


A New Companion walked now constantly by his 
side, a New Leader took charge, a New Ambition 
possessed him, a New Hope filled his heart. If any 
man ever “walked and talked with the King,’ it 
was this new creature in Christ Jesus. 


It was a call to a New Field of Service. This 
Gospel was for all men, and Paul went forth to 
take it to all as far as he could. His three great 
declarations, “I am not ashamed,” “I am debtor,” 
“T am ready to preach the Gospel,” show us some- 
thing of his broadening outlook upon the world as 
his field of conquest. 


It was a call to a New Fullness of Reward that 
he had never dreamed of before he met Christ. He 
would have had some earthly reward if he had 
never become Christ’s man, but think of the re- 
wards which were now his. | 


He was now a citizen of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven (“our citizenship is in Heaven’) not a mere 
‘Hebrew of the Hebrews,” or a Roman citizen. 
He was now a member of the household of faith, 
not simply a member of some prominent Jewish 
family, He was an heir of God and a joint-heir 
with Jesus Christ of all the riches of God. There 
was a Prize awaiting him, and a Crown to adorn 
his brow: “a crown of glory.” His reward was to 
be very rich and very full. 


We often speak of “the high cost: of being a 
Christian”: think of what it costs not to be a 
Christian: think of what it would have cost Saul 
of Tarsus if he had been disobedient to the hea- 
venly vision! 

- Christ is still calling men today. The call is still 
the “high calling’? of God—the “heavenward call.” 
Have you h and answered His call to you? 


held 

the 
d s0 

tion, 

the 
hold 4 
end- 

nical 
hurch 
cis- 
the 
nt of i 
like 
In 
to 
ling, 
of 
tands 
378, 

cular 
rian 
vard of 
byte- j 
their : 
iples 
the 
rhest 
stitu- 
277- 
| 

ents 
n of 4 
have 
y- 
n of 
pney 
un- 
alse 
ent 2 
our 
d in 
rty, 
al 
: nts 
om 
¢ 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


July 1, 1947 


The Book Isaiah 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the thirteenth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The second division of the prophetical books 
bears the name, The Latter Prophets. This section 


comprises Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel] and the Book 


of the Twelve (i.e. the twelve minor prophets). 
Each of these books bears the name of its author, 
who was a prophet. In order properly to under- 
stand the nature of these writings, we must first 
give some consideration to the nature and office 
of the Old Testament Prophet. 


The prophets of Israe] formed a very distinct 
group. They were men who had been raised up of 
God, and who declared the word of God to the 
people. This word of God was placed in their 
mouth, and they spake it. God communicated His 
will to the prophets by means of dreams and 
visions, and they, in turn, declared this word 
through speech and writing and through symbolical 
actions, The prophets, then, are not to be regarded 
as religious geniuses. They were not such. They 
were for the most part humble men upon whom 
the Spirit of God had come and who were compelled 
to speak His will. 


An error must be avoided. It is sometimes 
thought that God revealed to the prophets only 
the kernel thought, and they, in turn, elaborated 
upon this thought in their preaching, Such, how- 
ever, was not the case. The words which the 
prophets uttered were the actual words of God. 
“T will raise them up a Prophet from their brethren 
like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; 
and he shall speak unto them all that I shall com- 
mand him” (Deuteronomy 18:18). This passage 
accurately defines the office and function of the 
prophet. He was a spokesman for God. 


The prophet spoke not only about the future 
but also concerning contemporary and past events. 
Nevertheless, he did speak much about the future 
and particularly concerning the coming of the 
Messiah. The present writer has little sympathy 
with those who seek to minimize or belittle the 
predictive element in prophecy. In any serious 
study of the phenomenon of prophecy there are 
at least three elements which must be taken into 
consideration. | 


1. The body of prophets, i.e. the institution of 
prophecy, lasted for hundreds of years. It was not 
a phenomenon of short duration, It can be paral- 
leled in the history of no other nation of antiquity. 
How did it come about that this body of prophets 
continued for so long a time? 


2. All the prophets, without exception, claimed 
that they received their messages from the Lord, 
the Gods of Israel. None of these prophets put 
forth his message under his own name. None 
sought glory for himself as an orator or writer. 
All were convinced that the Lord had spoken to 

& 


them. How are we to account for this psychological 
convinction upon the part of. all the prophts? To 
the Christian there is but one satisfactory answer, 
The prophets believed that God had spoken to 
—— because, as a matter of fact, God did speak 
o them. 


3. The remarkable body of predictions appearing 
in all the prophetical writings is unique indeed, 
These predictions point forward to the end of the 
days, to the time when the Messiah shall appear 
upon earth and the breach between God and man 
which sin had brought about, will finally be 
healed. It is utterly impossible to account for this 
remarkable body of predictions unless one acknow- 
ledges that it was indeed revealed to the prophets 
directly by God. | 


Isaiah The Prophet 


Among the prophetical books, that by Isaiah has 
always been held in high esteem in the Church of 
Jesus Christ. The name Isaiah possibly means, The 
Lord is salvation. Isaiah was the son of Amoz, 
not to be confused with the prophet Amos. He 
was born, probably at Jerusalem, about 765 B.C., 
and appears before us as married to a woman whom 
he calls the Prophetess. She bare him two sons, 
each of which, like his father, possessed a sym- 
bolical name; Shear-jashub (a remnant will re 
turn) and Maher-shalal-hash-baz (hasten the spoil, 
speed the prey). 


Isaiah’s ministry extended through the days of 


Uzziah, in the year of whose death he received © 


his vision of the Lord in the temple, Jotham (740- 
736 B.C.), Ahaz (736-728 B.C.) and. Hezekiah 
(727-699). There is an old tradition to the effect 
that he suffered martyrdom, being sawn asunder, 
under the reign of Manasseh. At any rate, to him 
it was given, as possibly to no other man of the 
Old Testament dispensation to see the work of the 
coming Messiah and to proclaim His glory. 


Analysis of The Book of Isaiah 


1, 1:1-12:6. Prophecies concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. Portions of this section were pro 
uttered under the reign of Jotham. The prophet 
deliniated clearly the moral condition of Judah, 
and rehearses the gracious acts of God in caring 
for His people. In the year that Uzziah died, Isaiah 
received a vision of the Lord in the temple. This 
vision was received-while the prophet was in 4 
condition of ecstasy, for the temple was evidently 
not the local building at Jerusalem. In this exalted 
condition the prophet was able to hear the words 
of the Lord and to respond to those words. The 


- vision is not to be construed as a product of the 


imaginations of the prophet, but rather was 
received ab extra, being placed in the mind of the 
seer by God’s Spirit. In the vision it was rev 
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that Isaiah’s ministry is to be one which apparently 
will bear little result. He is to preach so that the 
hearts of men will become calloused. 


The first evidence of the fruits of such a 
ministry appears in the message delivered to Ahaz 
(chapter 7). Ahaz refused to believe the words of 
the prophet, and hardened his heart. Nevertheless, 
Isaiah was enabled of God to give to the wicked 
king a sign, the announcement of the birth of a 
wondrous Child. This prophecy is Messianic, thru 
and through. Furthermore, it points forward to 
the virgin birth of our Lord, Those explanations 
which endeavor to account for the strange words 
of the prophet by assuming that he was speaking 
of Hezekiah, become almost ludicrous. 


The remarkable vision in the Temple serves as 
an introduction to the series of Messianic prophe- 
cies. In chapter nine there is a clear prediction of 
the Deity of the Messiah, and in chapter eleven 
the peaceful character of His reign is portrayed. 
After this remarkable picture we come to the 
conclusion of this section in a hymn of praise, 
“Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent 
things: this is known in all the earth. Cry out and 
shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the 
Holy eg of Israel in the midst of thee’ (Isaiah 
12:5, 6). | 


2. 13:1 - 23:18. This section contains short pro- 
phecies or oracles which pronounce judgment upon 
some of the nations that affected the course of the 
chosen people. It should be noted that Chapters 13 
and 14 speak concerning Babylon and distinctly 
claim Isaiah for their author. (Cf. 13:1). 


3. 24:1-27:13. Here is pictured the world-judg- 
ment of the Lord in the deliverance of His people, 
Israel. The prophet begins by announcing the 
devastating judgment of God and sets forth its 
effects, particularly as they apply to the land itself. 
He hears the songs of deliverance, ‘“‘I’‘rom the 
uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs, 
even giory to the righteous” (Isaiah 24:1l6a). 
Nevertneless, more judgment is to follow. 


The Lord, however, is to reign in triumph, Unto 
Jerusalem all the nations will come. Here the 
Lord will make a feast of fat things, removing tne 
covering (1.e. of spiritual blindness) cast over the 
people, will swallow up death in victory and wipe 
uway tears from ali taces. Jerusaiem is tne 
impregnable city, and her dead ones shail rise to 
liie, ‘khese chastisements which have come upon 
israel are for her benetit and salvation. 


This section of the book is not as well known 
as it should be. ‘he Christian wil find here some 
giorlous promises, and some of the most beautirul 
passages in the entire Uld Testament, lt wiil well 
repay careful study. There is no sufficient reason 
for denying the Isaianic authorship off these 
chapters. 


4. 28:1-35:10. A number of prophetic warnings 
appear which point out the danger of alliances 
made with the land of Egypt. The section closes 
with a picture of Israel’s redemption and the glory 
of the future kingdom. 


5. 36:1-39:8. A transition, or bridge, between 
the first and the second sections of the book. The 
first 35 chapters have the Assyrian period as their 
background, whereas chapters 40-66 would seem 
to have as their background the period of Judah’s 
captivity. It has well been pointed out, by Delitzsch, 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 
— Altar Clothe 
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one of the great students of Isaiah of the nine- 
teenth century, how admirably this little section 
connects the two periods. In fact, it is correct to 
say that these four chapters serve a double pur- 
pose. They are an appendix to the first section and 
also an introduction to chapters 40-66. 


For the most part this section is historical, 
narrating three important and historical events: 
(1) Sennacherib’s attempt to obtain Jerusalem; 
(2) The sickness of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and 
his recovery; and (3) The coming of the envoys 


of Merodach-~baladan, the Babylonian king. 


6. 40:1 -66:24. These chapters treat the walk 
and position of the people of God. It is true that a 
Babylonian background at times seems to be 
present, but it is equally true that the standpoint 
of the author is that of Palestine. The people of 
God are here presented as occupying unique 
privileges, yet as subject also to severe trials. 
‘hey are the true Church. Their hope of deliverence 
from sin lies in the work of a unique Person, 
the Servant of the Lord, who must die as a 
substitutionary sacrifice for their sins. 


It is utterly incorrect to assert that these 
chapters were produced during the Babylonian 
exile, tor the Babylonian background in them is 
smait indeed. On the other hand, it is equally 
incorrect to assert that they are entirely /Wales- 
tinian, tor they do speak of a departure from 
Capvlvity, and it is evident that Babylonia is the 
land ot the captivity. | 


Under the influence of the Spirit of God, Isaiah 
the prophet looked forward to the period when 
God’s people would be in bondage. Kecause he was 
thus imspired ot God, he was able to name the 
deliverer of the people, Cyrus (Isaiah 44:28). He 
thus spoke of deliverence 1rom a physical bondage. 
but he spoke ot far more. He spoke of deliverence 
trom the bondage of sin. He envisioned a people, 
slaves not only to physical conquerors, but also 
to evil and he set iIorth the way of deliverence 
Irom such evil, He preached Christ. He spake of 
Cuorist. He focused attention upon the Servant of 
tne Lord, that Une whom the Lord had chosen to 
accomplish His redeeming work. Hence, in these 
chapters, the neart is found in those passages which 


speak oir the saving work of the Servant of the 


Lord. 


The book of Isaiah is the work of one man, 
Isaian the son of Amoz. If the reader, with the 
help of the brief outline which we have presented, 
will read through the book, he will become im- 
pressed with its unity. This unity, however, has 


by no means been universally recognized. Hence, 


in our next article, it will be necessary to discuss 
more in detail the reasons why we believe the 
entire book to have been written by the pen of the 
great eighth century prophet. 
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Ministerial Necrology 


The reports from the Presbyteries indicate that 
the following ministers have passed away since the 
last meeting of the General Assembly: 


Allen, A. S., D.D., Feb. 12, 1947, age 865, Nash- 
ville Presbytery. 

Allison, John Lee, D.D., Dec. 14, 1946, age 83, 
Potomac Presbytery 

Atkinson, Geo. H., April 10, 1947, age 72, Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery 

Bell, Robert L., D.D., Aug. 2, 1946, age 76, East 
Alabama Presbytery 

Benfield, W. A., aril 24, 1947, age 63, Kanawha 
Presbytery 

Buchanan, R. M., Jan. 21, 1947, age 45, Mississippi 


Presbytery. 

Burgess, William M., Oct. 26, 1946, age 87, 
Lexington-Ebenezer ’ Presbytery 

Caldwell, John W., D.D., Aug. 9, 1946, age 72, 
Asheville Presbytery 

Campbell, R. F., D.D., pri 3, 1947, age 88, Ashe- 
ville Presbytery. 

Cleveland, W. A., D.D., Nov. 22, 1946, age 74, 
Suwannee Presbytery 

Coleman, E. C., Maret ‘11, 1947, age 57, Concord 
Presbytery. 

Currie, Daniel J., M.A., Sept. 9, 1946, age 81, 
Florida Presbytery. 

Currie, J. V., July 8, 1946, age 57, Louisiana Pres- 
bytery 

tipele, "Daniel S., June 20, 1946, age 76, Macon 
(Presbytery. 

Davis, O. G., D.D., April 6, 1947, age 61, Louis- 
iana Presbytery 

Davis, R. Guy, D.D., July 17, 1946, age 64, Ar- 
kansas Presbytery 

Erickson, S. M., D.D., Oct. 29, 1946, age 65, Mo- 
bile Presbytery. 

Gilmer, G. H., D.D., April 9, 1947, age 81, Abing- 
don Presbytery. 

Goens, R. C., Oct. 17, 1946, Paris Presbytery. 

Hanna, Geo. W., Aug. 26, 1946, age 68, Concord 
Presbytery. 

Hardin, T. A., Aug. 18, 1946, age 85, Western 
Texas Presbytery. 

Hollingsworth, W. F., Sept. 20, 1946, age 79, At- 
lanta Presbytery. 

Hudson, E. H., Aug. 30, 1946, age 74. Central 
Texas Presbytery. 

Jones, F. D., D.D., June 30, 1946, age 71, South 
Carolina Presbytery. 

Junkin, Wm. F., Sr., D.D., May 27, 1947, age 76, 
Abingdon Presbytery. 

Kimbrough, T. T., Jan. 6, 1947, age 75, East Mis- 
sissippi Presbytery. 

Kuykendall, N. W., Jan. 26, 1947, age 64, West 
Hanover Presbytery 

Lander, Stephen B., D.D., Nov. 28, 1946, age 68, 
Lexington-Ebenezer Presbyte ery. 

Lawrence, L. A., Oct. 9, 1946, age 73, Indian 
Presbytery. 

Little, L. L., D.D., Dec. 16, 1946, age 78, Meck- 
Presbytery 

Lynch, E. Carlyle, Nov. 21, 1946, age 68, Albe- 
marle Presbytery. 

MacFerrin, Marvin M., D.D., Jan. 5, 1947, age 69, 
Augusta Presbytery 

MacQueen, Donald, DD., April 26, 1947, age 93, 
Suwannee Presbytery. 

Martin, Motte, D.D., Sept. 15, 1946, age 67, Dal- 
las Presb 


ytery. 
Maxwell, A. S., Feb. 22, 1947, age 64, Wilmington — 


Presbytery. 


a 


THERE ARE STILL AVAILABLE | 
A FEW COPIES OF 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES ON 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSON For 1947 


AT THE GREATLY REDUCED PRICE OF 


$1.00 
(This Book Was Originally $2.25) 


Send in your order immediately to take ad- 
vantage of this. No Christian worker should 
be without this valuable book. It contains the 
greatest possible wealth of practical help for 
pastors, teachers, and Bible students, on the 
International Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching, so compiled and tabulated that it 
can be easily and effectively used. | 


Order Direct From 


The Southern Presbyterian 
Weaverville, N. C. 


, 


McBride, J. L., Dec. 26, 1946, age 55, Concord 


Presb ytery. 
McCain, J. W., Feb. 8, 1947, age 75, Pine Bluff 
Presb 


ytery. 
McCalla, W. ag ‘Aug. 27, 1946, age 75, Arkansas 


H. MeN., Aug. 15, 1946, age 60, Albe- 
marle 

Newton, C. E., D.D., Jan. 26, 1947, age 60, Pine 
Bluff Presbytery 

Osborn, F. Wootton, Dec, 15, 1946, age 76, Po- 
tomac Presbytery 

— Joseph, Sept. 25, 1946, Nashville Presby- 

Scott. W. Moore, D.D., Jan. 13, 1947, age 76, Ar 
kansas Presbytery 

Shewmaker, W. O.,  Ph.D., D.D., Sept. 19, 1946, 
age 76, North Mississippi Presbytery 

Siler, E. : D.D., May 2, 1947, age 79, Concord 
Presbytery. 

Smiley, Geo. M., Dec. 30, 1946, age 57, Red River 
Presbytery 

Squires, C. T., Nov. 26, 1946, age 68, Enoree Pres 
bytery. 

Storey, C. H., D.D., June 24, 1946, age 58, Fay- 
etteville Presbytery. 

Talbot, Addison A., Sr., Feb. 5, 1947, age 69, 
Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery. 

Taylor, D., Oct. P7, 1946, age 92, Paris Presby- | 
te 


ry. 
Thompson, Erwin B., Feb. 28, 1946, age 55, Au- 


gusta Presbytery | 
Walker, W. T., Nov. 27, 1946, age 81, Lexington 


ytery 
April 19, 1947, age 59, Montgomery 


sbytery 
Wells, J. uM, ‘D.D., Jan. 2, 1947, age 76, Harmony 
Presbytery 
‘Jan. 19, 1947, age 63, Potomac Pres 
ytery. 
Wylie, J. E., July 23, 1946, age 81, Lafayette 
Presbytery 
Young, Arthur T., Feb. 22, 1947, age 77, New Or 
leans Presbytery. 
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‘THE Book For Our 


Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- | 
rection of Christ,” and | 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


$3.00 
Postpaid 


READ OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.” —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. : 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 
—-Frank S. Mead, Christian 

er. 


AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain 
| A Copy Of — 


THEREFORE STAND ” 


By Wilbur M. Smith 
FREE 


Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of a friend of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
church within the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who 
will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get 
other members of his Session to read it. The sub- 
scription may be either for himself or for some- 
one else. This offer good only to ministers and 
elders under conditions described above. We shall 
be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy 


postpaid. 


OFFER Goop ONLY UNTIL AucustT 1, 1947 
WRITE DIRECT TO 


>THE SOUTHERN 


The Inerrancy Of The Scriptures 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 
2 Tim. 3:16. 


“In many and various ways God spoke of old 
: vi fathers by the prophets.” Heb. 1:1 (R. 


“The Old Testament in Hebrew and the New 
Testament in Greek being immediately inspired 
by God, and by His singular care and providence 
kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; 
so as in all controversies of religion the church 
a appeal to them.” Con Faith, Chapter 
ar. il. 


Our Confession of Faith clearly distinguishes 


between the Scriptures as they were written in the | 


original languages and the Scriptures as we now 
have them. The original manuscripts have all 
perished, for the material upon which they were 


written could not be expected to last through all 


the centuries since they were first prepared, Since 
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we do not have these writings at first hand, how 
may we know that they were inspired and free 


from error? 


We must admit that there is a difficulty in the 


fact that they were written by human authors. It 
is human to err and how can an erring author 
produce an inerrent book? We believe in a God 
who is abundantly able to overcome the frailties 
of man and to use him as a willing agent to carry 
out His righteous will and Holy purpose. 


How can we prove that the Old and New Testa- 


ments were inspired by God and are therefore 


“the only infallible rule of faith and practice?” 
How can we prove the original manuscripts were 
inerrant though they are not in existence now? 


1. Our first argument is from the testimony of 
the Scriptures themselves. In going to the Scrip- 


tures we do not assume that they are inspired 


but that the writers simply told the truth. Since 
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the Bible as we now have it has withstood the 
ravages of time, and has witnessed the passing 
of the centuries, the fall of nations, and the 
crash of empires; we are justified in assuming 
that the writers of the Bible must have told the 
truth. Truth and truth only will stand the test of 
time. 


We go to the Scriptures for our doctrine of the 
Scripture as well as for any other doctrine, we 
believe. “To the law and to the testimony, if they 
speak not according to thy word it is because 
there is no light in them.” Isa. 8:20. 


In the first place we can argue for the iner- 
rancy of the Scriptures, in the original manu- 
scripts, because there is not the slightest inti- 
mation that there is any error in the whole book 
from Genesis through Revelation. Jesus said to 
the Sadducees, “Ye do err not knowing the Scrip- 
tures nor the power of God.” He meant to say 
that had they known the Scriptures they would not 
have erred. Or in other words he meant, The 
Scriptures are no place to go to find errors. 
The Bible nowhere admits the possibility of error 
in the Old or New Testament, In the second 
place the Scriptures are very positive in claiming 
to be free from all error. “The law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of 
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The 
statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening 


the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring | 


forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.” Suppose we substitute the 
the words imperfect, impure, unclean, unsure, un- 
righteous, and untrue, and try to read this beauti- 
ful Psalm. It would be like pouring muddy water 
into a crystal clear stream. 


Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to de- 
stroy the law or the prophets. I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all 
be fulfilled.” 


Again he said, “The Scripture can not be 


broken.” He also said, “Search the Scriptures for 


in them ye think ye have eternal life and they 
are they which testify of me.” 


In the time of Christ the word Scriptures had a 
definite meaning. When the Jews returned from 
the Babylonian Captivity about 536 B.C. Ezra 
was their religious leader and Nehemiah their 
governor. Ezra was called hte Scribe, and founded 
the school of the Scribes, He organized and 
taught young men to write and make copies of 
the Scriptures. He also is credited with having 
arranged the books of the Old Testament as we 
now have them, with the exception of the last 
three prophets that were added after Ezra’s time. 
The Scriptures meant the Old Testament and 
were summed up as “the law, the prophets, and 
the psalms.” 


Peter says, “For the eb grees came not in old 


time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” If holy 
men spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost they certainly spoke the truth and not 
error. | 


Paul in I Thessalonians 2:13, says, “For this 
cause also thank we God without ceasing, because 
when ye received the word of God which ye heard 
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of us, ye received it not as the word of men 
but as it is in truth the word of God, which ef. 
fectually worketh in you that believe.” The word 
these people heard from the lips of Paul is the 
word of the New Testament, and claims to be true 
and free from error. 


2. Our second argument for the inerrancy of 
the Scriptures in the original manuscripts is 
from the character of God Himself. In this argu- 
ment we accept the statement of Paul to Timothy, 
that, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God 
and is profitable for doctrine.” The God as re 
vealed in the Bible is the only God we know any- 
thing about, or care to know about. We are 
taught that “He is a spirit infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable, in His being, wisdom, power, holi- 
ness, justice, goodness, and truth.” We certainly 
can not attribute error to such a God. If it were 
His purpose to reveal His will to men, it stands to 
reason that He would see that that revelation 
would be in accordance with truth and not mingled 
with error. | 


Jesus the Son of God said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” He said to Pilate, the Roman Gover 
nor, “To this end was I born and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth, Every one that is of the truth 
heareth my voice.” In His prayer for His disciples, 
He said to the Father: “Sanctify them through 
Thy truth. Thy word is truth.”’ 


Can we imagine that the God of truth whom 
We know as revealed in the Scriptures would re 
veal Himself and His will to men, and not make 


sure that that revelation was founded upon truth 


and not no error? 


We do not for a moment believe that fallible 
men, unaided by the Spirit of God wrote an in- 
fallible book—‘“the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice.” But we do believe from the teach- 


ings of the Scriptures themselves, that “Holy men 


of God (men whom God raised up and set apart 
for the Holy purpose) spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” We also believe that the 
writers of the Holy Scriptures were so guid 

and influenced by the Holy Spirit that they wrote 
what God would have them write in the very lan- 
guage that would best convey the mind of the 
Spirit.”” We have no believing in the 
plenary inspiration or the verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures as applied to the original manuscripts 
in the original languages of Hebrew and Greek. 


We believe also that the Scriptures as we now 
have them have “been kept pure in all ages by 


the: singular care and providence of God.” But 
that is the subject for another discussion. 
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July 6: W. A. Alexander, Shreveport, La. “If The Cross Could Speak.” 
July 20: Claude H. Pritchard, Atlanta, Ga. “The Law Of Sin And Death.” 
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August 31: Frank C. Brown, Dallas, Tex. ‘“Man’s Eternal Opportunity.” 
September 7: J. C. Frist, Tampa, Fla. ‘Our Business With Christ.” 
September 14: D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Clearwater, Fla. ‘What The Bible Teaches About Man.” 
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Sabbath Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For July 20: Job Faces 
The Problem Of Suffering 


Scripture: Job 1:6 - 3:26; 13:15; 19; 21-7-26; 
23:1-6; 42; James 5:11. Devotigonal Reading: 
Job 23:1-6. 


We live in a world of suffering people. If it 
were only the wicked who suffered we could 
understand, and the problem would not exist, but 
we find that innocent people suffer as well as the 
guilty—that is, comparatively innocent—for all 
have sinned and all are guilty. But the fact is 


evident that those who are not responsible for | 


certain sins suffer along with those who are. 
Then, it often seems to us that many outstandingly 
wicked men prosper and enjoy life, while many of 
God’s saints live in poverty and pain all their lives. 


This problem is old; as old as humanity and sin; 
and it is most fitting that it should be discussed 
in the book that is, probably, the oldest book in 
the Bible. It is also an every-day, pressing prob- 
lem, just as real to us as to Job and his con- 
temporaries. The book of Job discusses it in a most 
interesting and dramatic way. (1) We have the 
facts stated, and the reaction of Job. (2) We have 
the visit of his three friends and the Great De- 
bate. (3) The remarks of Elihu, a younger man, a 
judge, or an interested listener to the Debate. 
(4) The answer of God out of the whirlwind. (5) 
The end of the story: the restoration of Job to 
happiness and prosperity. 


In our Lesson we have certain Scripture pass- 
ages which we will discuss briefly: 


Job’s Calamities and Sufferings: His Reaction to 
Both: Job 1:6 - 3:26. First, there is an enlightening 
view of Satan, our great adversary, and his part 


in the troubles which come upon God’s people. We — 


see him as a powerful and vindictive person, true 
to his character as a hater and slanderer of those 
who are true to God. When God speaks of Job’s 
uprightness, Satan says that Job has a reason 
for “being good,” namely, that God has built a 
hedge about him and prospered him on every side, 
and sneeringly suggests, “Doth Job fear God for 
naught”? In other words—Job had found out that 
“it pays to be good.” | 


God permits Satan to do what he will with Job’s 
property and family, but not to touch his person. 
We read what happened: all his property and 
family are destroyed. 


The reaction of Job is found in verses 21, 22, 
of chapter one: “‘Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the 


name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor | 


charged God foolishly.” 


He had _ triumphantly 
passed the first test. 


Now comes the second and harder part. Again 
we have the strange scene of “the sons of God 
presenting themselves before the Lord’’ and Satan 
with them. When God brings up the subject of Job 
and his integrity, Satan suggests a further and 
harder test: that he be allowed to touch his bone 


and his flesh, and see if Job does not curse God, 


The Lord gives permission and Job is smitten with 
sore boils from the sole of his foot to the crow 
of his head. (“A horrible form of leprosy, know 
as Elephantiasis, a most painful and loathsome dis. 
ease’’). In his misery he takes a broken piece of 
— to scrape himself and sits down in the 
ashes, 


He resists the terrible suggestion of his wife, 
“renounce God and die.” ‘‘What,” he replies, “shall 
We receive good at the hand of God and shall we 
~ receive evil. In all this did not Job sin with his 
ips. | 


His three friends come to see him and so awful 
is his condition that they sit down with him for 
seven days and nights and none spake a word for 
they saw the greatness of his grief. 


In chapter three Job breaks the silence and in 
the bitterness of his soul curses the day of his 
birth; ‘‘Let the day perish wherein I was born,” 
etc. 


This is followed by the speeches of all his 
friends and Job’s replies to these. His friends have 
but one solution to offer to the problem of suffer- 
ing: that suffering always comes as a punishment, 
or retribution, for sin. Job asserts his innocence. 


The debate waxes warm in several places. 


While he complained most bitterly of his lot, and 
is at a loss for an explanation, yet he never loses 
faith in God. We find it asserting itself in the 
next scriptures we study: 


Job Retains His Faith in God: Job 13:15: and 
Chapter 19. In 13:15, we have these well-known 
words: ‘‘Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 


In Job 19 he seems to lay the blame on God. 
“Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my 
friends; for the hand of God hath touched me. 
Why do ye persecute me as God?” But in spite of 
all this he again asserts his continuing faith in 
these classic words: “For I know that my Re 
deemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth: and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God.’’ This seems to indicate not only 
faith in God, but a belief in the resurrection. 


Why Do the Wicked Prosper? Job 21:7-26, Job 
raises this question in these verses: ‘‘Wherefore do 
the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in 
power’? We could well ask the same question to- 
day. “They spend their lives in wealth, and in a 
moment go down to the grave’’: they do not linger 
and suffer pain, and death swallows them up quick- 
ly. It even seems, “That the wicked is spared in 
the day of disaster, that they are led away on the 
day of wrath—how then do you offer me comfort? 
For your answers are nothing but pretexts?” (See 
American Translation of Verses 30 and 34). 


Job’s Boldness: Job 23:1-6: “Oh that I knew 
where I might find him! That I might come even 
to his seat! I would order my cause before him, 
and fill my mouth with arguments. I would know 


the words which he would answer me, and under- 
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stand what he would say to me.” (These words 
seem almost irreverent, but let us remember Job’s 
extreme agony and bewilderment, and also his 
exasperation with his friends. When God _ does 
answer we find him overwhelmed with confusion 
and shame as he abhors himself and repents in 
dust and ashes, realizing that his words were 
“without knowledge”). See 40:3-5; 42:5-6). 


The Conclusion: Job 42. The Debate has ended; 
Elihu has spoken; God has made His reply and the 
suffering saint sees God and himself in a new light. 
What is he, that he should contend with the Al- 


mighty? 
There are several most instructive and inter- 
esting results: 


(1) Job’s three friends are rebuked and com- 
manded to offer sacrifices, and ask Job to pray 
for them. They did this, and the Lord also ac- 
cepted Job. (2) “The Lord turned again the cap- 
tivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends.’”’ We 
wonder if our seasons of spiritual depression—cap- 
tivity—-would not disappear sooner if we spent 
more time praying for our disagreeable and dis- 
agreeing friends. (3) The Lord gave Job twice as 
much as he had before. All is well that ends well. 
Our light afflictions which are but for a moment 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eterna 
weight of glory. Job’s affliction did not seem 
“light” to him any more than ours do to us, but 
when seen in retrospect perhaps we would think 


of them in this way. Job had been severely tested: 


Satan’s slanders are disproved: God is vindicated: 
the false reasoning of the friends is corrected: 
abiding lessons remain for us and all who suffer. 


We are not to lose our faith because we cannot 
understand all of God’s ways, for many of His 
ways are past finding out. Let us trust Him even 
when the path is dark and dreary, knowing that 
all things work together for good to those that 
love Him. Let us never be proud of our own right- 
eousness. Let us always be humble and submissive. 


The Judge of all the earth will do right. 


- James tells us “that the Lord is pitiful and of 
tender mercy.” This is true, no matter how His 
dealings puzzle us. Paul and Peter make this even 
more plain. The problem of human suffering is also 
made clearer “at the cross.” 


= 


Lesson For July 27: Wisdom Is 
The Principal Thing 


Scripture: I Kings 3:5-14; Job 28:12-28; Pro- 
verbs 1:1-7, 20-33; Proverbs 1:1-7, 20-33; 3:13- 
18; 4:1-9; 8; 9:1-6, 9-10; 16:20; James 1:5. De- 
votional Reading: Proverbs 9:1-6, 9-10. 


We must be sure, of course, that it is the kind 
which comes down from above and is, “first pure 
and then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreat- 
ed, full of mercy and good fruits, without parti- 
ality (wrangling) and without hypocrisy,” and not 
the kind that is, “earthly, sensual, develish.’”’ 
(James 3:15,17). We are very much afraid that 
the latter kind is taught in many colleges and 
universities. It was true of “‘kultured’” Germany; 
and the same brand is found in our land. The 
most dangerous criminal in the world is the sort 
that has been trained in “devilish” wisdom. Satan 
is still subtle and wily, keen and skillful; andthe 
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has his teachers in many of our higher institutions 
of learning. 


In our Devotional Reading we have Wisdom’s 
Great Invitation to the simple and those who lack 
understanding to, “Come, eat of my bread, and 
drink of the wine which I have mingled. Forsake 
the foolish, and live; and go in the way of under- 
standing,” and a Definition of True Wisdom, “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and 
the knowledge of the holy is understanding.”’ 


Choosing Wisdom: Solomon. I Kings 3:5-14. God 
appeared in a dream to Solomon in Gibeon and 
said, “‘Ask what I shall give thee.” Solomon asked 
for an understanding heart to “judge Thy people, 
that I may discern between good and bad.’ This 
answer so pleased the Lord that He not only gave 
him wisdom but also riches and honor. He became 
the wisest of all the men of his time. However, 
in his old age he departed from this wisdom and 
turned to the folly of idolatry. It is hard to under- 
stand how a man who gave such good advice to 


others could himself become so foolish. He was 


inspired by the Holy Spirit to write, but did not 
always apply to his own heart and life the lessons 
he taught others, He is by no means alone in this: 
all of us find to our sorrow that the human heart 
is deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked. Have we not often preached, and failed 
to practice? 


Finding Wisdom: Job 28:12-28. “Where shall 


_wisdom be found’? This one of the numerous 


questions of Job. He answers his own question, 
(1) By telling of some places where it is not 
found: not in the land of the living: nor can it be 
bought with gold or precious stones: destruction 
and death say, ‘‘we have heard the fame thereof 
with our ears’: and (2) “God understands its way, 
and He knows the location.” 


If we wish to find wisdom, then, we will have to 
turn our eyes heavenward and open our hearts 
and minds to God. The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men. Oh, the folly of much of the so-called 
wisdom of this world! What a spectacle we have in 
Moscow at this very time! The ablest, wisest men 
of the world—supposedly so, at any rate, or they 
would not have been chosen for the task—gath- 
ered in Conference to try to bring lasting peace 
to a war-torn and war-weary world, and yet re- 
fusing to ask God for His guidance and help! One 
heart-felt prayer would mean more than days of 
wrangling, arguing, and sweating. Would that this 
closing verse could be burned into the whiskey- 
befuddled brains of many of these men: “Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart 
from evil is understanding.” 


Following Wisdom, and Not Folly: Solomon 
Proverbs 1:1-7; 20-33. The Book of Proverbs is 
full of contrasts: nowhere do we find a more vivid 
one than that between wisdom and folly. 


The purpose of the book is given us in these 
opening verses, (1:1-7): “to give subtlety to the 
simple; to the young man knowledge and discre- 
tion. A wise man will hear and increase learning— 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” The 
world is divided today, as in Solomon’s time, 
between two classes of people—the foolish and 
the wise; those who follow evil and those who 
follow good; those who choose death, and those 
who choose life. 


In Verses 20-33 Wisdom is crying unto men to 
turn from their folly and escape the destruction 
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that is coming upon them, and warns of a time lives. Such are some of the rich rewards of 


wisdom. 


Made Righteous by Wisdom: “I lead in the wa 
of righteousness.” 8:1-21. Wisdom hates sin. It 


coming when she cannot be found. How true that . 
speaks of right ‘_: ~ of excellent things, of truth, , 
b 
t 
0 
h 
0 


i) has been proved in history and biography! Nations 
have followed a foolish course and gone down to 
it ruin; men have been fools and reaped the fruits 
of their folly in wasted and saddened lives, If 
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of righteousness, (See Paul in Phil. 4:8, ‘What. 
soever things are true, etc.’?) Wickedness is an 
abomination to a wise man; a wise man is a right- 
eous men: “the fear of the Lord is to hate evil; 
pride and arrogancy and the evil way, and the 
froward mouth do I hate.’”’ The really wise man is 


: I had been the right sort of man in my youth, I 
i could have saved France, wailed one of these 
fi men as the French Revolution destroyed the best 
fi in his native land. The reverse is true of Solomon: 
a he wasted his later years and undermined Israel 
so that division and final doom came upon her. 


; « way of ¢ imple shal] sla made “wise unto salvation” through the Word of 
of tooled shall God; he sees and accepts God’s plan of salvation, 
t; them.” (Was Solomon talking to or about himself and clothes himself in the robe of righteousness 


which God has provided. 


Finding Life in Wisdom: ‘‘Whoso findeth me 
findeth life.’’ 8:22-36. Wisdom is the eternal posses- 


is the man that findeth wisdom—happy is every. then eternal life is ours: “And this is life eternal 


one that retaineth her’: these are the opening and 
: : ; ey might know thee the only true God 
dlosing words of this most beautiful passage, and and Jesus ‘Christ whom thou hast sent.”~ (Joh 
| statements are true. Wisdom is better than silver 17:3). 

How to Obtain Wisdom: ‘Ask of God.’ James 


; or fine gold; more precious than rubies; all we 
1:5. If wisdom is the “principal thing’’; if it does 


i can desire are not to be compared to her; length 
f of days, riches and honor are hers; all her ways all it claims to do, then the or question 
for every sane man is, how can I get it? James 


are pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She 
answers this question. “If any of you lack wisdom, 


*% is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her.” 
Do we want to be happy? Then let us find, lay let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberal- 
. ly, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” 


hold upon, and retain this divine gift of God. 
; “Ten minutes with the Holy Spirit is worth more 
; Exalted by Wisdom: “Get Wisdom’. Proverbs . than ten years in the university of Paris,’ said one 
4 4:1-9. “She shall promote thee.” This is a father’s of the old Reformers. This is certainly true, when 
: advice to his children. Why? Every true father 
desires the best for his children, and “wisdom 
is the principal thing: therefore “get wisdom’’: 
Wisdom will keep us, promote us to places of 
honor, give an ornament of grace and a crown of 
glory to our heads, and add many years to our 


Some [hings To Think About As 
We Face Reunion With 
The U.S.A. Church 


By Rev. J. J. Hill, D.D. : 


will be tantamount to saying our forefathers erred 
in organizing another church and that there is no 


here?) “But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell 
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 


Rejoicing in Wisdom: Proverbs 3:13-18: “Happy 


it comes to Heavenly wisdom. To know God in , 
Christ is worth more than all earthly knowledge. | 
‘In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.” ‘‘Wisdom is the principal thing, there- | 
fore get wisdom, and with all thy getting, get | 
understanding.” 


1. The U.S.A. Church is essentially the same 
~nurch today as it was in 1861 when it adopted 


the Springs Resolutions which declared loyalty 
to and support of the Federal Government a con- 
dition of membership. This action left the com- 
missioners from the south but one course and that 
was to walk out and this they did, and in Decem- 
ber of that year our church was organized, setting 
forth in its declaration of fundamental principals 
its belief in the adherence to the doctrine of the 
spirituality of the church, that its realm is: the 
spiritual and eternal, as taught by Jesus when he 
said “My Kingdom is not of this world”; while the 
state belongs to the realm of the material and 
temporal; and that these two kingdoms, church 
and state, should each function in its own realm, 
in harmony and helpfulness with each other. The 
U.S.A. Church has never rescinded or renounced 
its action in adopting the Springs Resolutions, so 
far as I know, but has from time to time meddled 
with political matters. To reunite with that church 


just grounds for its existence. 


2. The U.S.A. Church has between three and 


four times as many members as the U. S. Chure 

and that will give the U.S.A. element in the unite 

Assembly absolute control. So instead of a union 
it will be an absorption of the U. S. Church by 
the U.S.A. Church. , 


8. The intercessory prayer of our Lord is quoted 
with such zeal and unction by advocates of union 
but the spiritual unity for which our Lord praye 
for transcends all organic unions. We can have 
organic union without spiritual unity, a sad “— 
and we can have spiritual unity with any and a 
names and denominations. Our Lord who prayed 
that we all may be one rebuked his beloved 
ciple, John, for his zeal for organic union of 
his followers, Mark 9:38 and 39, Luke 9:49 and 
50. Jesus clearly taught that his followers did not 
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have to be organically united to be one_ in him. 
In this life we are not perfect and until we are 
made perfect in glory we need the stimulus and 
restraints of friendly competition. If the entire 
Christian world were brought into one organic 
body it would become stagnant and corrupt. His- 
tory verifies this statement. We will all be in one 
organization in heaven, but in our imperfect state 
here there is need for denominations or separate 


organizations. 


4, Economy has ben offered as a reason for 
organic union, but all the institutions and agencies 
will go into the united church and require all the 
agents and workers to carry on the enlarged work. 
Only a few small churches will be eliminated, and 
this will be offset by greater travel expense in 
administration caused by the greater distances, 
and by larger salaries in some instances. 


5. Much has been, said about the overlapping 
of our efforts, but let us face the facts. In our 
cities and large towns where both denominations 
have going churches, these will continue as they 
are; only in small towns and sparsely populated 
communities where both denominations have weak 
churches will there be unions of congregations, 
and in many of these it will require a new gen- 
eration for them to become amalgamated. This 
I have observed to be the fact in some U. S. and 
U.S.A. congregations which have united. 


6. The Auburn Affirmation has not been re- 
moved. Its back-ground was briefly this: a_ large 
Presbytery allowed one of its leading churches to 
employ as its minister one of a different denomi- 
nation who would not subscribe to the doctrines 
of the Presbyterian Church, but preached his own 
doctrines. This Presbytery went further and or- 
dained men who did not believe some of the doc- 
trines that have been considered essential doc- 
trines of the Bible and the Standards of the 
Church. In view of these digressions, and others, 
the General Assembly in 1923 made a declaration 
that it believed the following doctrines, stated 
briefly, to be essential doctrines of the Bible and 
the Standards of the Church, namely: 1. That the 
Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide and move the 
writers of Holy Scripture as to keep them from 
error. 2. The virgin birth of Jesus. 3. Christ 
offered up Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine 
justice and to reconcile us to God. 4. Jesus arose 
from the grave on the third day with the same 
body in which He was crucified, and - ascended 
into heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand 
of His Father, asking intercession. 5. Jesus during 
His earthly ministry worked mighty miracles. The 
Affirmation opposes these doctrines, calling them 
theories, or any one of them being made a test for 
ordination, or good standing in the church; that 
the system of doctrine is all that should be re- 
quired; but delete the essential parts of the sys- 
tem and it is worthless. The U.S.A. Assembly has 
declined to denounce the Auburn Affirmation, 
but has given its endorsement of it by electing one 
of its leading promoters as Moderator of the As- 
sembly, and also others who signed the Affirma- 
tion. Some of the leaders in the Auburn Affirma- 
tion double crossed themselves by their prominence 


In the shameful expulsion of Dr. Machen and his 


associates from the U.S.A. Church. 


7 The U. S. Church has had the manifest 
a and blessing of God, and is doing a 
splendid work in the building of Christ’s Kingdom 
here on earth, and the agitation for union will 
necessarily divert the minds from and retard the 
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efforts for the salvation of the lost world at a 
time when it is in dire need. We have a homo- 
geneous united church, while to say the least of 
the united churches, they will form a heterogen- 
eous body. 


8. Organic unions, as a rule, have not reduced 
the number of denominations. The union of the 
Presbyterian church in Canada left the Presby- 
terian church still there. The union of the Cum- 
berland church left the Cumberland church here. 
The union of the Methodist church left the Metho- 
dist Church South here. The probability is that 
the union of the U. S. Church would not reduce 
the number of Presbyterian churches. 


9. Organic union instead of producing unity, 
harmony and peace will most surely produce dis- 
cord and strife in communities, and even in fam- 
ilies, for years to come, and heart-aches that the 
grave alone can heal. Those of us who are familiar 
with the results of the Cumberland union realize 
the tragedy of it. | 


10. At the present time the U. S. Church has 
little to gain by organic union with the U.S.A. 
Church and much to lose. 


These are some of the things that should be 


carefully and prayerfully considered as we face 


organic union with the U.S.A. Church. 


*Memphis, Tenn. 


PRIDE 


By Rev. Will. H. Houghton, D.D., LL.D. 
President Of Moody Bible Institute 


Isaac Watts once wrote in a hymn this indict- 
ment of pride: 


“How proud we are, how fond to shew 
Our clothes, and call them rich and new, 
When the poor sheep and silkworm wore 
That very clothing long before.” 


If Watts were writing now, he would need to 
refer to the newer fibers which are being made 
into yarns and fabrics. Neckties from wood, gar- 
ments from glass, men’s hats from milk — to 
mention but a few of these newer materials. 


But however new the apparel, the old stirrings 
of pride and show will still be with us — even in 
Christians. Pride isn’t necessarily a matter of 
clothes. Some people are proud of their drabness, 
and some are proud of their lack of pride. 


Gipsy Smith mentions three varieties: pride of 
face, pride of race, pride of grace. The last is 
religious pride that says, “I thank Thee that I am 
not like other men.”’ This is the worst pride of all. 


As to apparel, surely no one will boast either in 
speech or in strut if he really hears the word of 
Jesus: “And why take ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they “— 
they toil not, neither do they spin; and yet I say 
unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these.’’ (Matt. 6:28, 29). 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


July 20: Justice For All 


Introduction | 


Justice is a word that we have heard a lot about 
in the past few years when we have been very 
conscious of the minority races among us and the 
need for a just and durable peace among the na- 
tions of the earth. But justice is a word that we 
need to study carefully, for it is very easy to speak 
of justice while being unwilling to follow where 
the word leads. 


Justice is giving to every man what is rightfully 
due him. But that will not help us if men are the 
ones who decide what is due to whom. We must 
go one better and say that justice is giving to 
every man what is due him according to the divine 
standard. If God has not set up a standard, then 
there can never be justice for any state or group 
can declare what is just and what is not. Justice 
must be based on a divine standard that transcends 
all men and nations. And if God is to set the stan- 
dard of justice, then to God we must go to find 
what is just. | 


When we begin to think in terms of God there is 
a sense in which we don’t want justice. God is an 
all-holy God who must jude sin if our universe is 
to remain morally and spiritually dependable, and 
we all know that we have sinned and come short 


of the glory of God, we all deserve punishment. 


But when we look into the New Testament we see 
that a holy God looked down upon a sinful race 
and His justice had to condemn them but His love 
found a way to redeem them by sending His Son 
into the world to pay the full penalty for sin. So 
when Paul points to our redemption in Christ he 
says that Christ died for our sins that God might 
“be just and the justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus.” (Romans 3:26). What we need is mercy, 
and in Christ we find the mercy of a just God. 
Many people who are very interested in justice for 
men of earth have turned away from the death of 
Christ as a sacrificial death to satisfy divine jus- 
tice, These men would speak much of the love of 
God and forget His justice. but if we do this the 
universe is no longer morally dependable and the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Atheism is right when they sav that the God of 
most preachers is an over-indulgent grandfather 
who overlooks the sins of His creatures in such a 
way that He could not be the moral Sovereign of 
our law-abiding universe. And so before we can 
approach justice among men we must remember 
that God sets the standard for justice, and that 
He rules justly in His universe, even in His plan 
of salvation. 


Until we recognize the great length, the death 
of His Son, to which God has gone in order to act 
justly among men for their eternal good we are 
not ready to know what justice is and what it will 
cost us to see that there is justice for all. Justice 
means giving to every man his due, not neces- 
sarily to every man the same. No two men have 
ever been born equal, nor would they remain so 
for a minute if they had been, But our govern- 


ment should see to it that every individual ever 
born has from the minute of birth to the grave 
equality of opportunity for achievement and 
equality for treatment in achievement. For ex. 
ample, no one would think of according the same 
honors to an unskilled Negro laborer that we 
would give to Albert Einstein, but we should give 
the same honors to Washington Carver. Any dif- 
ference of treatment must be on the basis of 
achievement and value to society, not on the basis 
of color, culture, or national heritage. But if the 
Negro laborer murders someone he should get the 


same fair treatment before the courts of the land 


that Einstein would. Justice does not demand that 
we do away with all personal advancement and 
discrimination, but it demands that every man, re- 
gardless of color, culture, or national heritage, be 
given full and unhindered opportunity to advance, 


and that recognition of advancement be given to 


all who do advance for the good of the whole, re- 
gardless of color, culture, or national heritage. 


These ideas can be worked into all of our life 
today, but let’s point out a few passages of the 
Word of God on justice. 2 


Scripture Lesson 


. God is a God of justice: Psalm 89:14. 

. God judges injustice among men: Psalm 82:1-4. 

. God demands just living of His children: Micah 
6:8; I Thess. 2:10. 


4. God executes justice through Christ: Jeremiah 
23:5. 


5. God’s kingdom is established in justice: Isaiah 
9: 


Su ggestions 


This lesson on justice runs pretty deep. All of 
us can see on the surface that justice, or fairplay, 
is right for men and that God must be displeased 
when we are unfair or unjust, But when we begin 
to talk about dealing justly in specific situations, 
and when we get to talking about God dealing 
justly with our sins in Christ, we are on vital 
ground but we are getting in pretty deep. You 
ought to have a talk on each of the Scripture pas- 
sages. On the justice of God someone with good 
Gospel background should make a talk about our 
salvation as the work of a God who is both love 


and justice. On the passage about injustice among © 


men you can find plenty of material about the in- 
justice and discrimination in our society against 
minority races, about the KKKs and similar organt- 
zations, and the other social problems. Be careful 
to use this material with a spriritual eye for much 
of it leaves out the justice of God and makes the 
highest good of the Christian life merely a social 
program in- behalf of the underdog. We ought also 
to remind ourselves that God is being slighted, He 
is due our love, service and co-operation in His 
program. Can we become so interested in justice 
among men that we forget to be just with God? 
Then the other two call for talks from those who 
know the program of God, that we shall not see 
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injustice and unrighteousness completely rooted 
out by the Church during this period of the King- 
dom of Grace for that fulfillment awaits that day 
beyond history when the Kingdom of Grace 
have become the Kingdom of Glory. 


July 27: Has Christianity 
Influenced Our Government 


Introduction 3 


On our answer to this question hangs our Amer- 
ican politica] philosophy and the practical course 
of the Church in national affairs. Recent Supreme 
Court decisions and Roman Catholic pressure seem 
to indicate that we are getting away from the tra- 
ditional American way, and many of those who 
follow the so-called social] gospel are walking in 
the same path. How shall we answer? | 


If we mean that the Christian ‘Church has been 
officially represented in the ruling bodies and 
policy-making bodies of the land so that the Church 
has been able to tell the government what it must 
do, then the answer is no, the Christian Church 
has not influenced our government. 


But if we mean that the men who have decided 
the policies of our country and the men who have 


made the laws of our country have either been . 


sincere Christians or at least influenced by the 
Christian view of how men and governments ought 
to behave, then the answer is yes, the Christian 
— P say definitely molded the government of 
our land. 


The job of Christianity is not to mold the gov- 
ernment of America to suit its own pattern, but 
the job of the Church is to reach men for Christ 
and so mold them that as they go into business and 
government these will prove the channels through 
which their Christian love and ideals may find con- 
crete expression. This is not only the best way, it 
is the only way. Too much effort is being wasted 
these days to try and get Christian ideals passed 
by un-Christian people, and they won’t work if 
they do geb passed, But when the leaders of our 
country are first of all Christians, then their pub- 
= — will be the natural outflow of their Chris- 

n life. 


As we think of our democratic way of life we. 


can see that the Christian Church has influenced 
it greatly because democracy can never survive 


unless certain basic Christian teachings are true 
and practised by the people. Let’s see some of 


them, 
Scripture Lesson 


1. The Individual. Worth of a Man. In the De- 
claration of Independence we read: “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 


Where did they get the idea that all men were 


_ created equal and that they have certain rights as 


binding than any claims 

ch truth anywhere in the 

iversal fatherhood of God 
man. But the Bible cl 


individuals that are mo 
of state? There is no 
whole Bible as the 
and the brotherhood 


teaches that man was created in the image of Go 
pet by sin he fell out of fellowship with God into 
t 


that God loves everyone so much that He 
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sent His Son to die, that all those who believe be 
come sons of the living God here and now, and 
that all those who do not are each one so valuable 
in God’s sight that we must love them as a Father 
loves them and seek to win them to Him. It was 
eut of this view of the eternal worth of the human 
being that this declaration grew. Check this by 
these sample passages of Scripture: Matthew 5:24- 
30; Matthew 12:1-12; Mark 8:36; Romans 5:10; 
I John 3:1-3. 


2. The Purpose of Good Government. The De- 
claration of Independence continues: “That to se- 
cure these rights, governments are _ instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed. whenever any form 
of government becomes destructive of these ends 
it is the Right of the people to alter or abolish it, 
and to institute a new government, laying its foun- 
dations on such principles and organiz its 
powers in such forms as shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happiness.” 


This declaration of purpose of gg ne is in 
line with what the Bible teaches about the purpese 
of government, and the right of the people to de- 
cide whether it be good or bad is in line with the 
teaching of the Bible about individual choice and 
responsibility. Here are a couple of sample pas 
sages of Scripture about the purpose of govern- 
ment: Romans 13:1-5; Peter 2:13-17. 


3. The Sovereignty of God. The Declaration of 
Independence closes: “Appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our in- 
tention.’ 


The Christian faith has always stood for the 
fact that all men are answerable to God for the 
use of their lives and their possessions, and that 
one day all men and nations must give account to 
God, Just for a sample: Acts 17:30-31; I Cor. 


3:11-15; Rom. 14:7-8. 
Suggestions 


Material from many sources can be used in this 
program, but in presenting the study be careful to 
emphasize that church and government must be 
separate, with the church making its impact upon 
government, not by molding government but by 
molding the molders of government. Then have 
some talks to point out that no democratic form 
of government can long survive unless the supreme 


worth of the individual man is recognized in all 


the law and habits of the unless the govern- 
ment is designed to serve the best interests of all 
the people, and uniess the Sovereign God who 
—_ breaks nations be recognized and 
obey 3 
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Thoughts F rom Isaiah 
(8&3) 


“The Joy in Harvest.’”’ Sometimes we like to look 
at a whole show-case full of beautiful jewelry, 
divided into groups of diamonds, pearls, gold and 
silver; sometimes we like to pick out one little 
precious jem and examine it more closely. 


In these “Thoughts” we usually treat a chapter 
or more at one time; but every now and then we 
want to stop with some text or phrase and meditate 
upon it more at length. We are doing this today. 


Harvest time is a happy time; a time of feasting 
and merry-making. Why is this true? Harvest time 
has some peculiar joys of its own. 


There is joy in breaking up the fallow ground 
and getting it ready for seeding. How often we 
hear one farmer ask another, “Are you through 
plowing?” Every farmer feels a sense of relief 
and satisfaction when his ground is all broken up. 


There is also joy at seeding time. When the 
grain is sowed, or the cotton or corn planted, we 
rejoice that it is accomplished. 


- But the joy of harvest is different and superior. 


I, The Joy in Harvest is the joy of Faithful 
Work, for there will be no harvest worthwhile 
unless we have been true to our task. 


_The man who did not prepare his land or sow 
his seed will not have any harvest, unless it be a 
harvest of weeds; he will have no grain or fruit 
to rejoice in. The man who has spent his days in 
idleness or worse will have nothing to reap except 
“corruption.” 


The man who expects to reap must “break up his 
fallow ground’; he must sow “good seed’; he 
must care for his crop. God is not mocked, either 
in natural or spiritual farming. We will reap either 
corruption or life everlasting, according to what 
we have sown. But the grace of God can forgive 
and change a bad crop to a good one. 


He must also be faithful in reaping. We have 
seen crops leit to perish after they were grown— 


never harvested. We must not stop and say: “I 


have raised a good crop; let someone else gather 
it”; not if we want the joy in harvest. Sometimes 
it is necessary for “one to sow, and another reap,”’ 
and we should be glad to see another get this joy: 
we can share it with him, knowing that we did our 
part. Some ot God’s greatest workers had to let 
vthers reap, 


The Joy in Harvest is the Joy of Completed — 


The man who breaks the ground and gets it 
ready is only beginning the task; the end the 
farmer nas in view is not a splendidly prepared 
seedubed—but a crop of waving grain garnered 
sate in the barn. | 


So, in our spiritual experience; to break up 
stony hearts and see the tears of repentance ' and 
the beginning of faith is not all: the end of the 
pe yg lite is FRUIT, more FRUIT, much 


The man who sows seed rejoices when this part 
of the work is done. But he is not satisfied until 
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he sees the grain growing: he is anxious and un- 
easy until the ripe grain is cut and stored. 


We are not satisfied with simply sowing seed: 
we want to see souls saved, lives transformed, 
saints growing in the graces of the Spirit, We get 
sorely discouraged when no fruit of our ministry 
appears. 


The man who harvests knows that his work is 


completed. This accounts in large measure for the 
hilarious joy of those who thresh out the grain 
and fill the sacks full of the golden treasure. (We 
used to see this joy—and hear it, too, as the Ko- 
reans threshed out the rice below our home in 
Korea. ) 


III. The Joy in Harvest is the Joy of Rewarded 
Work. 


We do not get our full reward when we finish 
preparing the ground. Of course there is some re- 
ward, for we know we have started our work. 
Neither do we get our compensation when the 
seed is in the ground, or the growing crop is beau- 
tifying the farm: our rich reward comes at har- 
vest time. | 3 


There is nothing sadder in Nature than a field 
where there is*no crop, or the grain has been de- 
stroyed by a hailstorm. This last is enough to make 
a farmer weep. A good crop is the joy of a far- 
mer’s heart, | | 


There is nothing more heart-breaking than 4 
life where there is no harvest—nothing but leaves. 
There is nothing more joyous than to hear Him 
say: “Well done” ... “enter into the joy of the 
Lord.” | —J.K.P.. 
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Columbia Theological Seminary 
Commencement Exercises 


Commencement Exercises at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga., were held May 18, 
19, 1947. Dr. Marshall Woodson, pastor of the 
Firs; Presbyterian Church of Thomasville, Ga. 
preached the Baccalaureate Sermon in the Oak- 
hurst Presbyterian Church on Sunday morning, 
May 18, and Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor, Secretary of 
Negro Work for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
delivered the annual address before the Student 
Society of Missionary Inquiry in the Decatur 
Church that evening. The annual meeting of the 
Alumni Association was held at a luncheon served 
in the seminary refectory on Monday, May 19, 
and was featured by messages delivered by the 
two members of the seminary faculty, Rev. Felix 
B. Gear, D.D., and Rev. Cecil A. Thompson. Offi- 
cers of the association elected for the coming year 
are: Rev. Bonneau H. Dickson, Atlanta, Ga., Pres- 
ident; Rev. J. W. McQueen, Birmingham, Ala., 
Vice-President; and Rev. Wm, C. Sistar, Atlanta, 
Ga., Secretary and Treasurer. Dr. James G. Pat- 


ton, Secretary of Stewardship for the Presbyterian . 


Church, U. S., delivered. the commencement ad- 
dress at exercises held in the seminary chapel on 


Certificates and Degrees were awarded by Dr. 
William V. Gardner, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, to 21 members of the graduating class 
and to 2 graduate students as follows: 


Certificates 


Gabriel Abduallah, Jacksonville, Fla., Daniel 
Adonis Bowers, Toccoa, Ga., Denny Monte Hill, 
Iva, S. C.; Frederick William Ingle, Greenville, 
S. C.; Elmer Parker Nichols, Cedartown, Ga.; 
(Messrs. Abduallah, Bowers, and Ingle have com- 
pleted all requirements. for the B. D. with the 
exception of certain college courses which are to 
be taken next year.) 


Bachelor Of Divinity 


George Andrew Anderson, Farmville, Va.; John 
Henry Bogie, Iowa, La.; Cecil DuBose Brearley, 
Jr, Myrtle Beach, S.C.; Charles Redden Butler, Jr., 
Lynchburg, Va.; John Watson Craven, Jr., New- 
land, N. C.; Henry Albert Erion, Fort Valley, Ga.; 
Loren Eugene Jordan, Hampton, Ga.; Wm. Frank- 
lin Mitchell, Edgemoor, S. C.; John Lowrance New- 
ton, Gainesville, Ga.; Samuel Edwin Sapp, Macon, 
Ga.; Arthur George Scotchmer, Richmond Hill, 
Ontario; Paul Blake Smith, Orlando, Fla.; Hubert 
Vance Taylor, Atlanta, Ga.; Wm. Thomas Wing, 
i. —— Fla.; John Butler Wood, Cazenovia, 


Master Of Theology 


John Adrian DeKruyter, Grand Haven, Mich.; 
John Hurley McFerrin, Roanoke, Va. 


Special distinctions were earned by five members 
of the senior class. Mr. George Andrew Anderson 
and Mr. John Lowrance Newton graduated with 
the distinction Magna Cum Laude. Mr. Henry 
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Albert Erion, Mr. Loren Eugene Jordan, and Mr. 
Hubert Vance Taylor graduated with the distinction 
Cum Laude. 


The Wilds Book Prize which is awarded annual- 
ly to the student having the highest scholastic 
average went to Mr. George Andrew Anderson. 
The R. A, Dunn award in Apologetics which is 
given each year for the best essay in defense of 
the deity of Christ was won this year by Mr. 
Arthur George Scotchmer. In making these various 
awards Dr, J. B. Green, the Retiring Moderator, 
repreated the announcement which has previously 
been made that Fellowships for post-graduate study 
have been awarded to Mr. George Andrew Ander- 
son, Mr. Loren Eugene Jordan, and Mr. John 
Lowrance Newton. 


Mr. Daniel Adonis Bowers, president of the 
senior class, announced in behalf vf that class 
that as a parting gift to the seminary the group 
was furnished a guest room in the dormitory for 
the entertainment of future visitors to the seminary 
campus. President J. McDowell Richards accepted 
this gift in behalf of the seminary and brought the 
graduation exercises to a close with a final charge 
to the senior class delivered in the words of 
Scriptures. 


~ Organization Of The Toca 
Presbyterian Church 


A day that will long be remembered by the 
Presbyterians in this community is Sunday, May 
18, 1947. On that afternoon, under the spreading 
limbs of a leafing pecan tree, over one hundred 
and twenty-five persons witnessed the birth of a 
new Presbyterian Church. 


Fifteen months ago the Home Mission Committee 
of New Orleans Presbytery was asked to visit in 
Toca Village with a view to organizing a Sunday 
School in that community. The Rev. J. N. Mont- 
gomery, then our Director of Home Missions, did 
so. The need was publicized and the young people 
of the Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
New Orleans answered the challenge. Since January 
1946, a group: from that church has gone 
Sunday morning to conduct a Sunday School. 


- Preaching services have been held each second 


and fourth-Sundays of the month, these being led 
by the Assistant Ministers and Elders of the Na- 
poleon Avenue Church. 


The attendance grew rapidly from seven or 
eight to become forty and sixty each Sunday. On 
April 15, 1947, a petition was presented to the 
Presbytery requesting the organization of a Pres- 
byterian Church in Toca Village, The need of such 
a church was evident, for there -is no active 
Protestant church in the entire area of St. Bernard 
‘Parish, The Presbytery appointed a Commission to 
organize a church as requested. 


On May 18 the service was held in a beautiful 
setting, decorated with the handiwork of God. Many 


expressed the thought that no more beautiful 


Tabernacle could have been secured than that 
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provided by the setting of God’s outdoors—with 
the skies above, the grass beneath, and trees 
around about. 


Twenty persons were present who applied for 
charter membership in the newly organized church. 
Others were unable to attend the organization 
service and will be received later. 


The outlook for the future is encouraging. Our 
present meeting place is a small three room 
cottage, which necessiates the congregation’s sitting 
in different rooms during worship service. Plans 
for the building of a chapel are being made for 
this summer or next. 


Mr. Richard Powell, Jr., a student at Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., will be the 
summer Pastor. He will be one of the first, if not 
the a resident Protestant Pastors in the entire 
Pari 


On Sunday, May 25, the congregation met to 
elect Elders and Deacons. Elected to serve as 
Elders were: Mr. N. Watts Maddux and Mr. S. 
G. Reiser. Chosen as Deacons were: Mr. W. P. 
Weber, Mr. A. P. Armbruster, Mr. Ulysses H. 
Stevenson, and Mr. Jewell T. Rogers. 


This church will stand as a tribute to the 
Christian service of each person who had part in 
its program, both before and after its inception. 
It is the mark of progress—of the outreach that 
is necessary for the building of the Kingdom of 
God today. To serve Christ by serving unreached 


- multitudes is the purpose of this new church. 


Dan E. 


Goldsmith. 


Mid-Texas Presbytery 


Spring Meeting of Mid-Texas Presbytery held in 
the First Presbyterian Church in Itasca, 
April 15-16. ; 


The court was called to order at 7:30 P.M. 
April 15th, and constituted by Rau being led 
7 oe retiring moderator, Rev. Noel P. Wilkinson, 
of Itasca. : 


Elder R. L. Morrison, Graham, Tex., was 
elected moderator, Rev. Steve Cooke, Ballinger, 
Tex., was elected temporary clerk. ) 


The retiring moderator’s sermon at his uest 
was delivered by Rev. Robt. F. Jones, Barto of 


the First Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth. 


Mr. Jones used the text, “And he wist not that 
the Lord had departed from him.” Judges 16:20. 
Mr Jones pointed out to the ministers and lay- 
men alike the great danger in living too far from 
the influence of the Spirit of God. He said that- 
even as great 4 man as Samson gradually departed 
from God’s presence until he lost contact. en- 
tirely. The tragedy was found in the fact that 
Samson knew not that the Spirit of God had left 
him. In the day of trial and in the time of crises 


Samson went out as of old to slay his enemies — 


and became a prey unto them because his strength 
was gone. Jones charged Presbytery to the man to 
examine himself and gird up his loins in the 
strength of the Spirit that he might not be found 
impotent in this day of crises and turmoil. God’s 
people must be aware of wherein lies their 
strength and rededicate themselves to their holy 


work of Rev. T. 


Texas 
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vows if the Church is to be a powerful force jp | 
the lives of men and nations today. 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was ad. 
ministered to the court and many local .visitoy 
by Rev. N. J. Salyer, Brownwood, and Rev, Stuay 
Currie of Haskell. . . 


A new Presbyterian Church organized Easter 
Sunday by a Commission from Presbytery was 
enrolled, This congregation is the fruit of the 
W. Currie, Jr., Pastor of the 
Ridglea Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth. 


Rev. B. 0. Wood, San Angelo, delivered the 
Doctrinal Sermon on the “Bible.”? He pointed out 
the importance of the Word of God in history 
and in contemporary life. 


The Home Mission Committee announced that 
Rev, B. K. Tenney, D.D., Treasurer of General 


Assembly’s Home Mission Committee, beginning 


around September 1, 1947 would take charge of the 
Sn of Home Missions in this Pres. 
tery. 


Two new candidates for the ministry were 
placed under the care of Presbytery, Mr. Ferris 
James McDaniel, Itasca, who is now a Senior in 
Austin College and Mr. Malcolm Bolin Durway, 
Broadway Church in Fort Worth, who is a senior 
in Texas University. Both these young men hope 


to enter Seminary this Fall. 


At the request of the General Assembly three 
new Permanent Committees were appointed: 


Committee on Christian Relations headed by Rev. 
Stuart Currie, Haskell. Committee on Radio headed 
by Rev. Winston R. Bryant, John Knox Church, 
Fort Worth. Committee on Negro Work headed 
by Rev. C. M. Boyd of Mineral Wells. — 


(Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Fall at the 
Oakhurst Church in Fort Worth, Tex. 
| Winston R. Bryant, 
| Press Repo 


Presbyterian (U.S.) Youth Will 
Attend Oslo Conference : 


Information comes from the office of the Di- 
rector of Student Work and also from the Director 
of the Youth Division of the Executive Committee 
of Religious Education and Publication, that our 
denomination will have official and general repre- 
sentation at the World Conference of Christian 
Youth which will be held in Oslo, Norway this 
summer. Harry Smith, of the University of Texas, 
will be the official representative of Westminster 
Fellowship, going through the United Student 
Christian Council. General youth delegates of our 
denomination will be Charles Turner, of David- 
son, and Mary Starke Higginbotham, Assembly’s 
Training School. In addition, Pratt Secrest, of 
the University of Georgia (whose mother is presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Auxiliary, Synod of Georgia, 
and Vice-Chairman of the Woman’s Advisory Com- 
mittee), and Herminia Waite, of Randolph-Macon, 
will go as representatives of the national C 
tian council. The Reverend Ellis Nelson, Director 
of the Youth Division, will be the only adult from 
our Church attending the conference. There may 
be yet others of our student group who will be 
going to Oslo, but to date only the above names 
are listed. 


; 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
If 
mail 
Gen 
| has 
you: 
| it t 
pa 
| cop 
I 
to. 
wh 
iy I 
mu 
or 
ot 
net 
2 re 
de 
a 
00 
lis 
| 
b 
4 
t] 
| 
0 
q 


v. 
d 
d 


THE SOUTHERN 


fuly 1, 


» 


NOTICE TO MINISTERS 


If you wish to make certain that your correct. 


mailing address is printed in the Minutes of the 
General Assembly, and you are not sure that this 


has been furnished this office, you should write 


ur permanent address on a postal card and send 
it to me at once. 


If you plan to be away from home the latter 
of July and early in August, and desire your 

copy of the Minutes mailed to a summer address, 
I will be glad to accommodate you. Be certain 
to make clear which address is permanent and 
which is temporary. 3 

If you expect to be away from home and want 
your Minutes sent to your home address you 
must make some arrangement with your postmaster 
or a neighbor about the handling of the book; 
otherwise it will be returned to me and it will be 
necessary for you to send me 14c in postage for 
remailing your copy. i 

| C. Seott, Stated Clerk, 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


Birmingham Presbytery Issues A 
Proclamation On Home Missions 


At its last stated meeting, and on recommen- 
dation of the Home Mission Committee, Birming- 
ham Presbytery, adopted a resolution, pledging 
and committing itself to a 3-year program of 
colonization in Home Missions through the estab- 
lished churches. Proclamation of Presbytery’s 


program is being made to each group in the Pres- 


bytery for adoption and commitment. The full 
meaning of the Proclamation is to make Birming- 


ham Presbytery the outstanding Presbytery in 


the General Assembly in the field of Home Mis- 
sions. This Proclamation is made in answer to the 
challenge inferred in the oft-heard statement that 
Birmingham is in the center of Home Mission 


opportunity in the General Assembly. 


While a Presbytery is composed of 
seven counties, Jefferson County, in which Birm- 
ingham stands, has about 275,000 people who are 
non-church-connected. 


Birmingham Presbytery’s Proclamation is being 
made the focal point of all S&P programs of the 
Women’s Auxiliaries in June. 


Rev. C. A. Calcote, superintendent of Home 
Missions in Birmingham Presbytery, thinks that 
colonization through the esthalished dhurches, 
assisted by the committee, is the strategic ap- 
proach to the challenge. ; 

| 
CRESTVIEW, FLA. 

Thirty-one new members have been added to the 
membership of the church during the last three 
months under the leadership of Rev. James Milton 
McKnight, who organized the people into a program 
of Visitation Evangelism. Twenty babies have been 
baptized, twelve in one service, since his coming. 


A lovely towerchime system has been installed 
and the old hymns of the church are played at 
8:00 A.M., 12 Noon and 6:00 o’clock in the even- 
— The chimes have been heard as far as five 
mules from the church, depending on the direction 
the wind is blowing. 


More and More People 


Make Annuity Gifts 


During the year ending April 1, 1947, fifty-one 
people invested a total of $72,990.00 in Annuities 
of our Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 


As of that date, 416 annuity contracts totalling 
$841,468.33 were in force under our Annuity Gift 
Plan whereby this money will be made available 
for Foreign Mission Work and the donor is guar- 
anteed a lifetime annuity at a good rate of interest 
on the amount donated. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation for 
over fifty years, during which time every annuity 
contract has been met promptly and in full. 


Interest rates vary, depending upon the age of the 
annuitant, but in practically every case are higher 
than present-day rates on other high-grade invest- 
ments. Liberal income tax exemptions are another 
feature worth considering. 


If you want to give, and at the same time enjoy a 
generous return on your money, write today for 
full information about our Annuity Gift Plan. 
Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
_ FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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The largest crowds ever to attend the church 
afte coming morning and night. A special Eglin 
Field day, for the army. was held on Sunday 
evening, which packed the house. Special-musical 
numbers were given by the Eglin Field Band, The 
sound color movie, the God of Creation was given 
on Sunday evening to a packed house. | 


The church boards were enlarged. C. F. Manning, 
C. B. McLeod, Jack Steele and Judge Wilbur 
Osburn were elected to eldership to serve with 
J. C. Turner, Bea Steele, W. M. Douglas and L. 
E. Bowers, Sr. 


Five new deacons were elected: Capt Gillis 


Powell, Earle Campbell, Jack Manning, L. E. | 


Bowers, Jr.. and John Vaughan, who will serve 
with W. D. Douglas, 


A program of Tithing has been instituted and 
nearly all of the businessmen of the church are 
trying tithing this year. Plans are being drawn 
for the erection of a new educational building to 
house the growing sunday school. A nursery was 
opened last month, with over 20 babies present 
each Sunday. 3 


The pastor delivered the baccalaureate sermon 
at the Baker High school. 


NOTICE CONCERNING PLAN 
OF REUNION 


In accordance with instructions of the General 


Assembly, a copy of the revised Plan of Reunion 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., will be 
mailed to every minister and to the Clerk of Session 
of each church. Word has just been received that 
these copies will be delivered to me about July 
1, unless difficulty is experienced in securing 
paper. Envelopes are being addressed so that 
there will be no delay in mailing after the ship- 
ment has been delivered to my office. 


Additional copies of the Plan are being pro- 
vided to fill requests of officers and members who 
desire copies. When the supply is exhausted it 
may not be possible to secure additional copies 
unless I receive your requests within the next 


few weeks. 
E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


The Woman's Auxiliary Of 
Asheville Presbytery 


Two hundred women attended the 42nd an- 
nual meeting of the Woman’s Auxiliary of Ashe- 
ville Presbytery on May 7, in the Weaverville 
Church. This was a representation of 22 auxiliaries. 


Mrs. Roy Reed of Weaverville was the presiding 
officer. Mrs. C. E. Dorsey, President of the Wonm- 
an’s Auxiliary of Appalachia Synod was the 
principal speaker of the morning session. Miss 
Lois Calhoun spoke of the work of Sunday School 
Extension. Rev. R. E. McClure, Executive Secre- 
tary of Home Missions in Asheville Presbytery gave 
an interesting summary of Home Mission activi- 
ties with particular reference to the work of the 
Mountain Orphanage. 
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Miss Mary Ann Dendy, teacher of Bible in th 
Public Schools of Asheville presented the Bib) 
lesson on the Gospel of Matthew, deepening th, 
spiritual note of the day’s program. Miss Josephine 
Woods,: former missionary to China spoke on the 


needs of China today, giving a resume of the 


work through the years, 


Reports were made by all officers. New officers 
were installed by Mrs. C. E. Dorsey. Communioy 
service was conducted by the pastor of the Weavep 
ville Church, Rev. H. B. Dendy, D.D. ‘ 


Rain Or Shine He Makes It 


May his kind increase. John W. Smith, of Pv- 
laski, Va., has attended Sunday School] without a 
break for 25 years. He is now in his 26th year of 
attendance, 


“I’ve never let anything interfere with going to 
Sunday School,” says Mr. Smith. “If we have vis 
itors at the time to go, I just tell them its church 
time and ask them to come along. And if they 
don’t go with me, I just say: ‘Make yourselves at 
home, I’ll be back after it’s over.’ ” 


For nearly a half century Mr. Smith has fol- 
lowed this ideal of Christian faithfulness. He says 
that his record would be much better, but twice 
he was unable to make it. He began attending the 
Draper’s Valley Presbyterian Church when he was 
nine years old, and was brought to a knowledge 
of and faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour by the late 
Dr. George H. Gilmer. 


Later he became an elder in the Draper’s bc | 
Church, and he stands as the only elder the chure 
has had from among the tenant farmers. After 
moving from the valley, he united with the Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church and has attended that church 
faithfully ever since. 


Mr. Smith’s two sons have likewise become ac- 
tive workers in the church. One, Jesse, was on his 
way to a good Sunday School record until the war 
interrupted and he was called into service. He 1s 
now superintendent of the Sunday School. 


Mr. Smith has now set as his goal a half-century 
of perfect Sunday School attendance. | 
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Choosing Missionaries 
Shanghai, China, 
May 24, 1947. 


In order that the home church and our mis- 
sionary friends who have not yet been asked to 
return to the field may better understand the sit- 
uation in China and the conditions under which 
we are compelled to work the Ad Interim Com- 
mittee of the China Survey Committee wishes to 
make the following statement: 


The most difficult problem the Survey Com- 
mittee has faced has been that of deciding gques- 
tions of personnel, who should come and where 
they should be placed. More time was spent on this 
problem than on any other during the last meeting 
of the Survey Committee. The cost both of mis- 
sionary support and of carrying on any work has 
increased so greatly that it is simply impossible to 
do what we would like to do either in regard to 
increasing the force or enlarging the work we are 


trying to do, 
For the church year 1939-40 the Executive Com- 


mittee of Foreign Missions granted for work ap- — 


propriations for the two Missions a total of $24,- 
768.87. For 1946-47 we were granted $100,000.00. 
A portion of this was not used, it is true, for we 
did not make regular appropriations on the field 
until several] months of the year has elapsed and 
some of the stations were inaccessible because of 
the communists, But even if we had used every 
cent of this greatly increased grant much less 


would have been accomplished than we were able 


to do with the $25,000.00 before the war. 


When the Survey Committee met the latter part 
of January we were informed that the maximum 
number of missionaries we could expect to be on 
the field by the end of 1947 was sixty. Forty were 
already on the field, on regular furlough, en route, 


or had passage engaged. This left only twenty we. 


could call for. That was the problem we faced. It 
was no easy thing for us to make these decisions. 
Some of our best friends and most consecrated 


missionaries were involved. We had to take into. 


consideration the fact that when a child is in the 
Shanghai American School the support of that 
child costs more than the support of a missionary. 
If a missionary came with several children who 
must go to the Shanghai American School it meant 
fewer missionaries. We had to take into consider- 


ation the fact that a number of badly needed new © 


recruits had been appointed and some of them 
had already taken language courses at Yale. The 
average age of those of us already on the field is 
about fifty-three, and if the two youngest couples 
are left out the average age is over fifty-nine. It 
is imperative that new missionaries be sent. We 
had to take into consideration the work that had 
to be done immediately and who would most 
readily fit into those places. We had to take into 
consideration the difficult living conditions and the 
increased strain under which we are now working, 
and the fact that some whom we would like to 
have come are not so robust as they once were. 
So we made our list. It was difficult and it was 
painful, but a choice was unavoidable. We hope 
— friends and the Church will under- 
@ 


Signed: Lewis H, Lancaster, 
Chm. of China Survey Committee. 


GRADED and UNIFORM 
by STANCARD 


Get complete facts NOW on Closely 
aded and Uniform Lessons so suc- 

essfully used by thousands of sch 

For October quarter, new Beginner 

and Primary Graded. - Free Prospectus 

on Graded. Samples of Uniform. Give | 

name of school and department. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
ey September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 

Veterans’ Refresher. 
Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 
 Aireraft and Engine Mechanics, 
Vocational Courses Prepare to Operate 
Own Business. 
Apartments Available for Married Students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 
a O. Box B-4 Maxton, N. C. 


Encouraging Progress Made . 
In Appalachia 


Encouraging progress has been made in Home ~< 
Mission work during the past year in the Synod 
of Applachia. Each Presbytery has stressed work 
in outpost Sunday Schools and Chapels. 


Knoxville Presbytery has shown a great growth 
of interest in work among the Negroes. 


Abingdon Presbytery has had a large number 
of vacant fields and their chief effort has been 
to get these fields manned and ready for advance 
work. Eleven new ministers have been added to 
their Home Mission force enabling them to re-open 
seven of the churches that had been closed. They 
are endeavoring to raise a fund to be used in 
building chapels. 


Holston Presbytery has had remarkable advance- 


‘ment along lines in Home Mission work, one 


achievement being the elevation of salaries in all 
the Home Mission fields and in three self-supporting 
fields. Six new churches have been organized in 
Holston Presbytery in the past year, three being 


self-supporting. 
Mrs. Frank F. Hale, 
Sec. S. & P. Home Missions, 
Woman’s Auxiliary Synod 
of Appalachia, 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (United States) 
To The General Assembly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va. 
For the Month of May: 1947, $2,359.77; 1946, 
$2,074.57. For the Year: 1947, $7,859.07; 1946, 
$7,471.01. 
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